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within the Department of Homeland Security.
The Inspector General will have one responsi-
bility, to conduct, supervise, and coordinate
audits and investigations of the treatment and
handling of Federal funds by any organization
providing relief to Katrina. This will ensure the
funds are reaching those most in need and
ensure tax dollars are not wasted.

On a positive note, | congratulate my Long
Island colleague, Congressman PETER KING,
for being named Chairman of the Homeland
Security Committee. With his experience work-
ing with Federal and local in the aftermath of
the 9/11 terrorist attacks and serving on the
Committee since its inception, PETER is more
than qualified to lead. | am confident he will
show the same dedication for rebuilding the
Gulf Coast that he has demonstrated for re-
building his hometown and trust he will work
bipartisanly when deciding how to use Federal
resources in response to Katrina as he has in
the fight with the war on terror.

———

TRIBUTE TO MR. HYMAN KING OF
BENTON, KENTUCKY

HON. ED WHITFIELD

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 21, 2005

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize a constituent and friend in my
District, Mr. Hyman King of Benton, Kentucky.
Mr. King was born on June 9, 1924, in
Biggers, Arkansas and after traveling much of
his youth, he settled in McKenzie, Tennessee
to work in the family’s wholesale grocery busi-
ness. He served his country in the United
States Navy during World War Il and was sta-
tioned in North Africa, Europe, and aboard a
troop transport ship.

After World War Il ended, Mr. King returned
home to Tennessee to continue working for
his uncle at their wholesale grocery business.
In February of 1950, Mr. King and his brother
Derril King opened their own grocery in Ben-
ton and later opened another store in
Draffenville, Kentucky. The store was known
as King Brother's Supermarket and is still in
operation 55 years later. Mr. King’s nephews,
Ronnie and Ted King, operate the stores now
and still maintain the work ethic that was
taught to them by their father and uncle. The
stores have prospered because they are an
integral part of the community they served
over the past half century. Mr. King’s service
to his country and his economic contributions
through the establishment of his successful
business, make him a person of integrity and
a respected citizen in his community.

NATIONAL RECOVERY MONTH
HON. TAMMY BALDWIN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 21, 2005

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the 16th annual celebration of Na-
tional Recovery Month, and to salute those
who have shown us the promise and possi-
bility of recovering from addiction. | am proud
to be a member of the Congressional Caucus
on Addiction, Treatment, and Recovery, and |
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join my colleagues in highlighting the need for
increased access to treatment.

Despite the fact that virtually everyone has
a relative, coworker, friend, or neighbor who
has had problems with alcohol, drugs, or other
addictive behaviors, the difficulties in getting
into and completing a treatment program are
not often publicly discussed. Public stigma fur-
ther compounds the problems of a system that
is alarmingly overburdened. Health insurance
policies often do not cover treatment of alco-
hol or drug dependency; and, when they do,
coverage is not always adequate.

In Wisconsin, more than 120,000 people are
currently unable to gain access to treatment
for alcohol or drug dependence. To family and
friends trying to help a loved one, the many
obstacles standing in their way can seem in-
surmountable. With appointment wait times
often approaching three weeks or longer and
costs of care becoming prohibitively expen-
sive, only one in four people with alcohol or
drug addiction is able to get treatment.

In Congress, I'm working to address the
problem in several ways. | have re-introduced
the Health Security for All Americans Act. This
legislation would provide health care for all
Americans by encouraging the States to ex-
pand coverage through various methods of
their own choosing and providing them with
the funds to do so. Equally important, the leg-
islation sets standards for the level of cov-
erage and includes parity for mental health
and substance abuse treatment benefits. This
means that no limitations or financial require-
ments could be imposed on the treatment of
mental illness or substance abuse that are not
also imposed on other medical and surgical
benefits.

I'm pleased to report that exciting work is
being done on this issue in my home State of
Wisconsin. Last year, the University of Wis-
consin—Madison, along with The Robert
Wood Johnson Foundation and the Federal
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration, launched a national program to
help treatment providers find innovative ways
to meet their many challenges. The Network
for the Improvement of Addiction Treatment,
or NIATx, works with providers who are trying
to treat more people with fewer resources.
The 29 patrticipating organizations are applying
business and quality improvement principles to
reduce wait times to get into treatment and the
number of no-shows for treatment while in-
creasing admissions to treatment and the
number of those continuing in treatment.

NIATx agencies experienced dramatic im-
provements in access to treatment and reten-
tion, proving that significant change may be a
lot simpler, less time consuming, and less
costly than is often presumed. They’re also
developing new ideas and tools to share with
the rest of the treatment field.

As we celebrate National Recovery Month
throughout September, it's important to recog-
nize and salute the dedicated and determined
addiction treatment providers, as well as and
the brave and committed individuals who are
recovering. | look forward to continuing my
work with my colleagues, especially.those who
are members of the Addiction Treatment and
Recovery Caucus, in ensuring that all Ameri-
cans have access to timely and affordable ad-
diction treatment.

September 21, 2005

FLEXIBILITY FOR DISPLACED
WORKERS ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 20, 2005

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Madam
Speaker and members, | rise today in support
of the Flexibility for Displaced Workers Act be-
cause it is the right thing to do.

This bill provides greater flexibility to the Na-
tional Emergency Grants Program at the De-
partment of Labor.

This will enable communities that are assist-
ing evacuees to increase employment oppor-
tunities for evacuees.

For example, this legislation will allow tem-
porary employment of evacuees in positions
that are not directly related to the disaster.

While thousands of jobs will be created in
rebuilding New Orleans, the Houston area has
an estimated 200,000 evacuees in the area. If
we pass this bill today, we will be able to offer
these people more job opportunities for a
longer period of time.

We hope those who want to return and help
rebuild New Orleans will do so.

However, we also expect many evacuees
will find it easier to settle in Houston now that
there are opportunities to find housing and
employment.

The State of Texas has already processed
over 49,000 calls from evacuees seeking un-
employment benefits since the evacuation
started.

Texas, and especially Houston, need this
bill to pass in order to help these people find
employment.

| urge all my colleagues to support this
measure.

Those of us with large numbers of evacuees
in our districts need this change to help those
displaced by Hurricane Katrina rebuild their
lives rebuild their lives.

———

J.J. KENNEDY, INC.’S 100TH
ANNIVERSARY

HON. MELISSA A. HART

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 21, 2005

Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, | would like to take
this opportunity to congratulate J.J. Kennedy,
Inc. on the 100th year anniversary of its
founding.

Over the past one hundred years J.J. Ken-
nedy, Inc., a family owned business, has
grown from a feed and flour mill to a top
ready-mix concrete and building supplies dis-
tributor. Incorporated in 1970, the business
has expanded considerably now consisting of
four locations and 75 employees strong. | rec-
ognize the J.J. Kennedy, Inc. for all of their
hard work and dedication to serving the citi-
zens of Western Pennsylvania. In order to
mark the special occasion, a celebration is
planned for Sunday, September 18th at Mo-
raine State Park.

| ask my colleagues in the United States
House of Representatives to join me in hon-
oring the 100th anniversary of the J.J. Ken-
nedy, Inc. It is an honor to represent the
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